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Toddlers, and Twos
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Learning Goals and Objectives

Approaches to Learning Approaches to Learning

A. The child will demonstrate interest in learning 
through persistence and varying degrees of 
initiative, curiosity, sensory exploration and 
problem solving.

Exploration, Emergent Math, Dramatic Play, Art, 
Curiosity, Problem Solving

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to show interest in exploring 
his/her environment.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures
C4 Makes things happen and watch-

es for results or repeats action

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Increase attention span and persist 
in repetitive tasks.

C4 Makes things happen and watch-
es for results or repeats action

C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior
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16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Explore relationships and the en-
vironment independently and with purpose.

C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior

C13 Uses objects in new ways or in pretend play
C14  Uses imitation or pretend play to ex-

press creativity and imagination
C15  Explores and uses a variety of art media
AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-

gerness in exploring the world
C4 Makes things happen and watch-

es for results or repeats action
AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects
AL5  Uses a variety of strategies to solve problems

Creative Skills

A. The child will participate in activities that 
foster individual creativity.

Exploration, Listening, Music and Movement, 
Relationships, Art, Communicating

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Respond to or show interest in 
sights and sounds in the environment. For example, 
familiar objects, routines, people, events and music.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures
L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 

and nonverbal communication of others
C16 Shows interest in music and songs

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to understand his/her world 
by using senses to explore and experience the envi-
ronment.

C16 Shows interest in music and songs
C17 Explores musical rhythms
SE10 Uses imitation or pretend play to 

learn new roles and relationships
C15  Explores and uses a variety of art media

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Begin to express thoughts and 
feelings through creative movement, music and 
dramatic activities.

C16 Shows interest in music and songs
C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 

gestures, or behavior
C13 Uses objects in new ways or in pretend play
C14  Uses imitation or pretend play to ex-

press creativity and imagination
L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 

words for a variety of purposes



Page 3 of 16 
Source: Oklahoma Early Learning Guidelines for Infants, Toddlers, and Twos (2009) Oklahoma Department 
of Human Services and Oklahoma Child Care Services.

Communication Skills & Early Literacy 
(Language Arts) Language Development

A. Receptive Language (Listening):
The child will hear and respond to sounds in the 
environment.

Listening, Emergent Literacy, Music and 
Movement

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate awareness of commu-
nication through listening and observing.

L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to recognize sounds and/
or spoken words for familiar objects, people and 
simple requests.

L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Begin to understand more re-
quests and detailed statements that refer to posi-
tions in space, places, ideas, actions, people and 
feelings.

L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories
C16 Shows interest in music and songs
L10  Begins to recognize and understand 

that pictures or symbols can be “read” 
by others and have meaning

B. Expressive Language (Speaking/Vocabulary):
The child will express needs, thoughts, and 
interests through gestures, sounds or words.

Self-Awareness, Communicating, Music and 
Movement, Emergent Literacy

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate increasing ability to 
express wants, needs, thoughts and feelings.

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate an increasing ability to 
communicate.

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

C16 Shows interest in music and songs
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16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate increasing ability 
to combine sounds and simple words to express 
meaning and to communicate.

L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 
words for a variety of purposes

L6 Participates in simple two-way conversations
L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-

tures, and drawings
C16 Shows interest in music and songs

C. Print Awareness: The child will begin to 
recognize familiar faces, patterns, symbols and 
logos in the environment.

Exploration, Emergent Literacy

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate an interest in human 
faces, patterns, colors and familiar pictures.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

6 to 18 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate an increasing 
awareness of familiar books, signs and symbols.

L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-
tures, and drawings

L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 
with books and other print materials

L10  Begins to recognize and understand 
that pictures or symbols can be “read” 
by others and have meaning

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate interest in and en-
joyment of looking at books, participating in reading 
and telling stories.

L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-
tures, and drawings

L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 
with books and other print materials

L10  Begins to recognize and understand 
that pictures or symbols can be “read” 
by others and have meaning

D. Comprehension: The child will attach 
meaning to sounds, gestures, signs and words 
heard.

Listening, Communicating, Emergent Literacy

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to respond to sounds in the 
environment.

L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines
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6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to follow simple directions 
and demonstrate understanding of home and/or 
English language.

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 
words for a variety of purposes

6 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate understanding of the 
meaning of stories, social games, songs and po-
ems; begin to understand more abstract ideas, feel-
ings, positions in space; and begin to be involved in 
limited conversation.

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories
L6 Participates in simple two-way conversations
L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 

with books and other print materials
E. PREWRITING: The child will explore different 
tools that will lead to making random marks, 
scribbles and pictures.

Fine Motor, Emergent Literacy, Communicating

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to develop eye-hand coordi-
nation and intentional hand control.

PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 
when doing simple tasks

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Continue to develop small (fine) mo-
tor skills and incorporate more large (gross) motor 
skills that are used in pre-writing.

PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 
when doing simple tasks

L12  Makes marks with writing tools
PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
L10  Begins to recognize and understand 

that pictures or symbols can be “read” 
by others and have meaning

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Continue to develop small (fine) 
motor and large (gross) motor skills that are used in 
pre-writing.

PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 
when doing simple tasks

L12  Makes marks with writing tools
L10  Begins to recognize and understand 

that pictures or symbols can be “read” 
by others and have meaning

L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 
words for a variety of purposes
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Mathematics Cognitive Development

A. The child will begin to develop an awareness 
of pattens in the environment.

Exploration, Listening, Self-Awareness, 
Emergent Literacy, Memory

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate expectations for famil-
iar sequences of event.

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to recognize similarities and 
differences, including familiar and unfamiliar people, 
objects and routines.

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Begin to demonstrate an under-
standing of patterns in the environment.

L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures
C5  Shows ability to acquire and pro-

cess new information
C6 Recognizes familiar people, places, and things

B. Spatial Awareness/Geometry : Children 
become aware of themselves in relation to 
objects and structures around them.

Self-Awareness, Fine Motor, Gross Motor, 
Exploration

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Experience differences in his/her 
location, his/her position and the position of objects 
in the environment.

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

PH5 Uses hands or feet to make con-
tact with objects or people
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6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin moving with purpose. (For 
example: reaches for toy.)

PH1 Moves body, arms and legs with coordination
PH2  Demonstrates large muscle balance, 

stability, control, and coordination
PH3  Develops increasing ability to change posi-

tions and move body from place to place
PH5 Uses hands or feet to make con-

tact with objects or people

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Explore materials and space by 
handling, building, moving and manipulating.

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

C. Number Sense: The child will begin to 
develop an awareness of quantity. Fine Motor, Emergent Math

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to explore objects in the 
environment, developing a foundation for number 
awareness.

PH5 Uses hands or feet to make con-
tact with objects or people

C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to show interest in character-
istics of objects such as size or quantity.

C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities

C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Begin to develop an understand-
ing of numbers, the counting process and making 
comparisons (measurement).

C10  Begins to notice differences in size, 
quantity and distance (more, all gone, 
big, little, near, far, long, short, etc.)
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Physical Development Physical Development

A. Large Muscle Development – The child will 
participate in activities that involve large motor 
skills.

Gross Motor, Fine Motor, Music and Movement, 
Wellness

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate basic movements. 
(For example: lifting and controlling head, develop-
ing abdominal muscles, moving arms and legs, roll-
ing over, sitting with and without support and begin-
ning creeping.)

PH1 Moves body, arms and legs with coordination
PH2  Demonstrates large muscle balance, 

stability, control, and coordination
PH3  Develops increasing ability to change posi-

tions and move body from place to place

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate basic locomotor move-
ments.

PH1 Moves body, arms and legs with coordination
PH2  Demonstrates large muscle balance, 

stability, control, and coordination
PH3  Develops increasing ability to change posi-

tions and move body from place to place
PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 

participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement

The Baby May: Use large arm movements (nonlo-
comotor).

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks
C17 Explores musical rhythms

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate beginning nonloco-
motor movements.

PH1 Moves body, arms and legs with coordination
PH2  Demonstrates large muscle balance, 

stability, control, and coordination

The Toddler May: Use large arm movements (nonlo-
comotor).

C17 Explores musical rhythms
PH6  Develops small muscle con-

trol and coordination
PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks

The Toddler May: Demonstrate advancing balance, 
control and coordination.

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

C16 Shows interest in music and songs
PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 

participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement
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The Toddler May: Demonstrate spatial awareness of 
whole body.

PH11  Becomes more aware of own body
PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 

participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement

B. The child will participate in activities that 
involve small motor skills. Fine Motor, Art

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate basic small muscle 
movements.

PH5 Uses hands or feet to make con-
tact with objects or people

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks
PH9  Uses different actions on objects 

(kicks, shakes, pats, swipes)

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate increasing control of 
small muscles in hands.

PH9  Uses different actions on objects 
(kicks, shakes, pats, swipes)

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Develop small muscle strength 
and develop coordination of hands and fingers.

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks
C15  Explores and uses a variety of art media

C. Child will participate in activities that require 
coordination of eye and hand movements. Exploration, Fine Motor, Emergent Math

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to focus and follow objects 
with eyes, reach for and grasp objects.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
PH6  Develops small muscle con-

trol and coordination
PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks
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6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to strengthen hand and eye 
coordination by making hand to object contact.

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate basic hand and eye 
coordination by making hand to object contact.

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements

D. Child will participate in activities that require 
the development of self-help skills. Wellness, Self-Regulation, Communicating

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to participate in self-help 
activities.

PH10  Shows characteristics of healthy development
PH11  Becomes more aware of own body
PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 

tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods
SE14 Begins to manage own behav-

ior and show self-regulation

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate increased participation 
in self-help activities.

PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 
tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods

L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills
PH11  Becomes more aware of own body
SE16 Shows increasing independence
PH13  Participates in physical care routines
SE17 Understands simple rou-

tines, rules or limitations
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16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Demonstrate and improve self-
help skills.

PH10  Shows characteristics of healthy development
PH11  Becomes more aware of own body
PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 

tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods
PH13  Participates in physical care routines
PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills
PH15  Begins to understand safe 

and unsafe behaviors

Health and Safety Physical Development

A. The child will participate in activities that 
promote health, safety and nutrition.

Exploration, Fine Motor, Communicating, 
Wellness, Curiosity

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Become familiar with routines of 
health and safety practices, while relying on teach-
ers to provide a safe environment.

C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

PH5 Uses hands or feet to make con-
tact with objects or people

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

PH13  Participates in physical care routines
L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 

to express needs and wants

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Show increasing awareness, imitate 
and begin to participate in health, safety and nutri-
tion practices.

PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 
tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH13  Participates in physical care routines
PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills
AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-

gerness in exploring the world

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Show increasing understanding of 
and initiate health and safety practices.

PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 
tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

PH13  Participates in physical care routines
PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills
PH15  Begins to understand safe 

and unsafe behaviors
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Science Cognitive Development

A. The child will begin to demonstrate early 
scientific inquiry skills by questioning, 
exploring, problem solving, discovering and 
examining.

Exploration, Problem Solving, Trust, Memory, 
Dramatic Play, Communication

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Use his/her senses to explore the 
environment.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures
C4 Makes things happen and watch-

es for results or repeats action

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Increasingly show interest in sur-
roundings and gather information through senses 
and movement.

C4 Makes things happen and watch-
es for results or repeats action

AL5  Uses a variety of strategies to solve problems
SE2 Responds differently to famil-

iar and unfamiliar adults
C8  Searches for missing or hidden objects
C13 Uses objects in new ways or in pretend play
AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Begin to develop scientific skills 
such as observing, comparing objects and exploring 
the environment.

C4 Makes things happen and watch-
es for results or repeats action

AL5  Uses a variety of strategies to solve problems
L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 

words for a variety of purposes
B. The child will investigate objects with 
physical properties and basic concepts of the 
earth.

Memory, Exploration, Communicating

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to notice the differences in 
physical characteristics of objects.

C6 Recognizes familiar people, places, and things
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
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6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate motivation and curios-
ity in exploring the environment.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 

words for a variety of purposes

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler Might: Explore, discover, and investi-
gate the physical properties of the earth.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 

words for a variety of purposes

C. The child will observe and investigate living 
things. Exploration, Communicating

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Notice plants, animals and other 
people in the environment.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Explore characteristics of certain 
living things.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Explore and investigate physical 
properties of living things.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
L5 Uses consistent sounds, signs, or 

words for a variety of purposes
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Social and Emotional Development Social/Emotional Development

A. The child will develop social skills and a 
sense of security through relationships with 
others who consistently meet his or her needs.

Trust, Relationships, Memory

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to form and maintain secure 
relationships with others.

SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

SE5 Shows interest in and aware-
ness of other children

SE7 Begins to recognize and respond to oth-
er children’s feelings and emotions

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Continue to strengthen relationships 
with adults and begin to develop an interest in other 
children.

SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

SE3 Seeks ways to find comfort in new situations
SE4 Shows emotional connec-

tion and attachment to others
SE5 Shows interest in and aware-

ness of other children

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Continue to develop social inter-
action skills and begin to show independence while 
maintaining strong attachments with caregivers.

SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children
C6 Recognizes familiar people, places, and things
SE2 Responds differently to famil-

iar and unfamiliar adults
SE5 Shows interest in and aware-

ness of other children

D. The child will develop strategies to regulate 
emotions and behavior. Self-Awareness, Self-Regulation, Listening

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to develop the skills neces-
sary to participate in a variety of settings.

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation
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6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to recognize and respond to 
the emotional cues of self and others.

SE17 Understands simple rou-
tines, rules or limitations

SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation

PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Continue to learn and accept lim-
its while developing an “I can do it” attitude.

SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation

SE12 Develops awareness of self 
as separate from others

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

E. The child perceives self as a unique 
individual. Self-Awareness, Wellness

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Demonstrate an emerging aware-
ness of self and others.

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Show awareness of self in voice, 
mirror image, and body.

SE12 Develops awareness of self 
as separate from others

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Show behaviors that reflect child’s 
self concept and begin to distinguish self from oth-
ers.

PH11  Becomes more aware of own body
PH13  Participates in physical care routines
PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills
SE12 Develops awareness of self 

as separate from others
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Self and Social Awareness (Social Studies) Cognitive Development

A. The child will participate in play and activities 
that will help him/her learn about self and 
others while gaining an understanding of how 
individual roles make up the community.

Memory, Relationships, Exploration, Self-
Regulation, Emergent Math

0 to 8 Months

The Baby May: Begin to recognize differences in 
people, routines and places/environments.

C6 Recognizes familiar people, places, and things
SE7 Begins to recognize and respond to oth-

er children’s feelings and emotions

6 to 18 Months

The Baby May: Begin to make connections and 
understand his/her association with other people, 
places/environments and regular routines.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
SE17 Understands simple rou-

tines, rules or limitations

16 to 36 Months

The Toddler May: Begin to understand and act upon 
social concepts (geography, civics, history and 
economics) and how those concepts impact his/her 
environment.

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
SE17 Understands simple rou-

tines, rules or limitations
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures
C7  Recalls and uses information in new situations
C10  Begins to notice differences in size, 

quantity and distance (more, all gone, 
big, little, near, far, long, short, etc.)

C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space


