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Correlatio
n Chart

Montana
Early Learning Standards 
for Infants and Toddlers 

Alignment with FunShine® Curriculum, by FunShine Express®. Ages 0-36 months.
Montana Early Learning Standards for Infants 
and Toddlers FunShine® Learning Goals and Objectives

Emotional and Social Social/Emotional Development

Culture Trust, Exploration, Relationships, Emergent 
Literacy

Standard 1.1: Children develop an awareness 
of and appreciation for the similarities and 
differences between themselves and others.

a. Distinguish primary caregiver from others SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

b. Notice others’ physical characteristics C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

c. Interact with diverse groups and individuals SE5 Shows interest in and aware-
ness of other children

d. Know poems, songs, and stories from a variety of 
cultures and people, including his or her own family

L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories

e. Explore gender roles through dramatic play SE10 Uses imitation or pretend play to 
learn new roles and relationships

Family Trust

Standard 1.2: Children develop an awareness 
of and appreciation for the functions, contribu-
tions, and diverse characteristics of families.

a. Focus on and respond to familiar voices or faces SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

b. Show preference for and seek comfort from a 
familiar adult

SE3 Seeks ways to find comfort in new situations

c. Exhibit separation anxiety or discomfort at the 
departure of a familiar adult

SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults
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d. Use gestures, words, or glances to stay 
connected with familiar adults

SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

e. Respond when approached by an unfamiliar adult SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

f. Identify family members verbally and through 
gestures

SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

Community Trust, Relationships, Communicating

Standard 1.3: Children develop an understand-
ing of the basic principles of how communities 
function, including work roles and commerce.

a. Watch other children SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

b. Interact with other children SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children

c. Participate in parallel play next to another child SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children

d. Recognize and use the names of peers L5 Uses consistent sounds, gestures, or 
words for a variety of purposes

Self-Concept Wellness, Exploration, Listening, Self-Awareness

Standard 1.4: Children develop an awareness 
and appreciation of themselves as unique, 
competent, and capable individuals.

a. Explore hands and feet with fascination PH11  Becomes more aware of own body

b. Notice and prefer people’s faces C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

c. React to hearing his or her own name L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

d. Recognize own body as belonging to self SE12 Develops awareness of self 
as separate from others

e. Show pleasure or pride when achieving a skill SE13 Shows confidence in increasing abilities

Self-Efficacy Trust, Self-Awareness, Exploration

a. Respond to attention SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others
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b. Smile at a mirrored image SE12 Develops awareness of self 
as separate from others

c. Show likes and dislikes SE13 Shows confidence in increasing abilities

d. Repeat an action to get an effect C4 Makes things happen and watch-
es for results or repeats action

e. Recognize self in a picture or mirror SE12 Develops awareness of self 
as separate from others

Self-Regulation Self-Awareness, Trust, Self-Regulation

Standard 1.6: Children manage their internal 
states, feelings, and behavior, and develop 
the ability to adapt to diverse situations and 
environments.

a. Fuss or cry when hungry, tired, wet, or over-
stimulated

SE12 Develops awareness of self 
as separate from others

b. Calm and relax when comforted SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

c. Develop increasing consistency in sleeping, 
eating, and waking patterns

SE17 Understands simple rou-
tines, rules or limitations

d. Follow a few consistently set rules and routines SE17 Understands simple rou-
tines, rules or limitations

e. Rely on adults for reassurance and help in 
controlling feelings and behaviors

SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation

Expression of Emotion Self-Awareness, Self-Regulation, Trust

Standard 1.7: Children express a wide and 
varied range of feelings through their facial 
expressions, gestures, behaviors, and words.

a. Release tension and get needs met by fussing, 
crying, babbling, yawning, laughing, or trembling

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

b. Calm self when upset SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation

SE15 Shows ability to cope with stress

c. Shift attention away from a distressing event to 
manage emotions

SE3 Seeks ways to find comfort in new situations
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d. Use gestures, words, or facial expressions to 
communicate feelings and seek help in order to 
calm him or herself

SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

Interaction with Adults Trust

Standard 1.8: Children show trust, develop 
emotional bonds, and interact comfortably with 
adults.

a. Show preference for and seek comfort from a 
familiar adult

SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

b. Establish and maintain positive interactions with 
caregivers

SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

c. Demonstrate feeling safe with familiar adults SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

d. Respond appropriately to familiar adults’ 
greetings

SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

e. Respond to requests made by familiar adults SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

Interaction with Peers Relationships

Standard 1.9: Children interact and build 
relationships with peers as they expand their 
world beyond the family and develop skills in 
cooperation, negotiation, and showing empathy.

a. Show interest in other children SE5 Shows interest in and aware-
ness of other children

b. Respond to the emotions and actions of other 
children

SE7 Begins to recognize and respond to oth-
er children’s feelings and emotions

c. Interact with familiar peers SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children

d. Play side by side with another child SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children
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Physical Physical Development

Fine Motor Skills Fine Motor

Standard 2.1: Children develop small muscle 
strength, coordination, and skills.

a. Grasp a person’s finger PH5 Uses hands or feet to make con-
tact with objects or people

PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

b. Explore toys and objects with hands
and mouth

PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks

c. Exhibit a variety of small motor skills PH7  Coordinates eye and hand movements
PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 

when doing simple tasks

Gross Motor Skills Gross Motor, Fine Motor

Standard 2.2: Children develop large muscle 
strength, coordination, and skills.

a. Exhibit physical reflexes in response to 
stimulation

PH9  Uses different actions on objects 
(kicks, shakes, pats, swipes)

b. Develop muscle tone and strength in trunk, neck, 
head, arms, and legs

PH1 Moves body, arms and legs with coordination
PH2  Demonstrates large muscle balance, 

stability, control, and coordination

c. Use developing motor skills to move more 
independently

PH3  Develops increasing ability to change posi-
tions and move body from place to place

d. Develop coordination to use motor skills with toys PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 
participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement

e. Demonstrate skills to move in the environment PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 
participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement

Sensorimotor Development Exploration, Trust, Problem-Solving

Standard 2.3: Children use all the senses to 
explore the environment and develop skills 
through sight, smell, touch, taste, and sound.

a. Respond to touch, movement, and sound C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment
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b. Focus eyes on near and far objects C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

c. Calm with assistance SE4 Shows emotional connec-
tion and attachment to others

d. Explore the environment with mouth and hands 
and respond to different textures

C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

e. Manipulate materials to explore sound AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects

Daily Living Skills Self-Regulation

Standard 2.4: Children demonstrate personal 
health and hygiene skills as they develop and 
practice basic care routines.

a. React to participation in daily routines SE17 Understands simple rou-
tines, rules or limitations

b. Demonstrate increased ability to selfsoothe and 
fall asleep

SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation

SE15 Shows ability to cope with stress
SE16 Shows increasing independence

c. Indicate needs and wants SE14 Begins to manage own behav-
ior and show self-regulation

SE15 Shows ability to cope with stress
SE16 Shows increasing independence

Nutrition Wellness

Standard 2.5: Children eat and enjoy a variety 
of nutritional foods and develop healthy eating 
practices.

a. Eat to satisfaction PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 
tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods

b. Explore foods with fingers PH12  Responds when physical needs are met; 
tries/consumes a variety of nutritious foods

Physical Fitness Gross Motor

Standard 2.6: Children demonstrate healthy 
behaviors that contribute to lifelong well-being 
through physical activity.

a. Attempt new large and small motor activities PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 
participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement
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b. Participate in simple movement games PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 
participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement

c. Initiate active play, exploration, and engagement 
with the environment

PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 
participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement

Safety Practices and Awareness of Rules Trust, Self-Regulation

Standard 2.7: Children develop an awareness 
and understanding of safety rules as they learn 
to make safe and appropriate choices.

a. Show a preference for familiar people
and recognize the difference between
familiar people and strangers

SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

b. Respond to cues from a caregiver
regarding obvious signs of danger or
previous warnings

SE17 Understands simple rou-
tines, rules or limitations

c. Respond to warnings and redirection
for unsafe behaviors and situations,
although not consistently

SE17 Understands simple rou-
tines, rules or limitations

Communication Language Development

Receptive Communication (Listening and 
Understanding) Listening

Standard 3.1: Children use listening and 
observation skills to make sense of and respond 
to spoken language and other forms of
communication. Children enter into the 
exchange of information around what they see, 
hear, and experience. They begin to acquire an 
understanding of the concepts of language that 
contribute to learning.

a. React to familiar voices, sounds,words, facial 
expressions, and gestures

L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

b. React to simple, familiar words and actions L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

c. Respond to simple “where” questions with words, 
gestures, or actions

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

d. Follow simple one-step directions related to her 
immediate and visible context

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines
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Expressive Communication (Speaking and 
Signing) Communicating

Standard 3.2: Children develop skills in using 
sounds, facial expressions, gestures, and words 
for a variety of purposes, such as to help adults
and others understand their needs, ask ques-
tions, express feelings and ideas, and solve 
problems.

a. Use a variety of sounds to communicate L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

b. Make sounds or signs in response to people and 
the environment

L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

c. Experiment making different sounds L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words

d. Combine words and gestures L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words

e. Use consistent combinations of sounds or signs 
to indicate specific objects or people

L5 Uses consistent sounds, gestures, or 
words for a variety of purposes

f. Respond to simple requests or comments with 
non-verbal or verbal answer

L6 Participates in simple two-way conversations

f. Respond to simple requests or comments with 
non-verbal or verbal answer

L6 Participates in simple two-way conversations

Social Communication Trust, Listening, Communicating

Standard 3.3: Children develop skills that help 
them interact and communicate with others in 
effective ways.

a. Gaze at familiar adults SE2 Responds differently to famil-
iar and unfamiliar adults

b. Respond when name is said L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

c. Use gestures and sounds to
communicate and interact with others

L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

d. Engage in give-and-take interactions L6 Participates in simple two-way conversations
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e. Respond to speech by attending to
who is speaking

L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

f. Laugh, smile, or giggle at something
funny

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

English Language Learners: Dual Language 
Acquisition Communicating, Listening

Standard 3.4: Children develop competency in 
their home language while becoming proficient 
in English.

a. Use home or first language L5 Uses consistent sounds, gestures, or 
words for a variety of purposes

b. Demonstrate a period of adjustment to learning a 
new language

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

c. Follow simple directions in home language or in 
English

L2 Begins to understand gestures, 
words, questions, or routines

d. Speak in short phrases in English L3 Uses sounds, gestures, or actions 
to express needs and wants

L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words

e. Use English for informal purposes and rely on 
home language for formal learning

L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

f. Adjust communication form for the audience L5 Uses consistent sounds, gestures, or 
words for a variety of purposes

Early Reading and Book Appreciation Emergent Literacy, Persistence, Commnicating

Standard 3.5: Children develop an 
understanding, skills, and interest in the 
symbols, sounds, and rhythms of written 
language as they also develop interest in 
reading, enjoyment from books, and awareness 
that the printed word can be used for various 
purposes.

a. Focus intently on a book L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories
L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-

tures, and drawings
L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 

with books and other print materials
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b. React when being read a book L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories
L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-

tures, and drawings
L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 

with books and other print materials

c. Explore books with mouth and hands L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 
with books and other print materials

d. Maintain attention when being read a book AL3 Finishes self-selected tasks, such as com-
pleting a puzzle or listening to a storybook

e. Vocalize when being read a book L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories
L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-

tures, and drawings
L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 

with books and other print materials

f. Choose familiar books and repeat words or 
vocalizations in books

L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words

g. Point at or name objects, animals, or people in 
pictures, books or drawings

L5 Uses consistent sounds, gestures, or 
words for a variety of purposes

L9 Demonstrates interest and involvement 
with books and other print materials

Print Development/Writing Fine Motor, Exploration, Art

Standard 3.6: Children develop interest and 
skills in using symbols as a meaningful form of 
communication.

a. Experiment with grasp PH6  Develops small muscle con-
trol and coordination

b. Watch others write and draw C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

c. Scribble on paper spontaneously PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 
when doing simple tasks

d. Experiment with a variety of writing
tools

C15  Explores and uses a variety of art media

Print Concepts Emergent Literacy, Communicating
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Standard 3.7: Children develop an 
understanding that print carries a message 
through symbols and words, and that there is 
a connection between sounds and letters (the 
alphabetic principle).

a. Show interest when stories are read L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories

b. Imitate sounds when looking at
words in a book

L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words
L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories

c. Point to words in the book L10  Begins to recognize and understand 
that pictures or symbols can be “read” 
by others and have meaning

Phonological Awareness Listening, Emergent Literacy

Standard 3.8: Children develop an awareness 
of the sounds of letters and the combination 
of letters that make up words and use this 
awareness to manipulate syllables and sounds 
of speech.

a. Respond to the sound of spoken language L1 Listens and responds with interest to verbal 
and nonverbal communication of others

b. Imitate sounds in stories, songs, and rhymes L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words
L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories

c. Engage in familiar word games, songs, or finger 
plays

L7 Shows interest in songs, rhymes, and stories

Cognition Cognitive Developent

Approaches to Learning Approaches to Learning

Curiosity Communicating, Exploration, Curiosity

Standard 4.1: Children develop imagination, 
inventiveness, originality, and interest as they 
explore and experience new things.

a. Notice and imitate gestures L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words
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b. Repeat actions again and again to see
effects

C4 Makes things happen and watch-
es for results or repeats action

c. Attend to and examine small objects C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-

gerness in exploring the world

d. Investigate how things move C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-

gerness in exploring the world

Initiative and Self-Direction Communicating, Trust, Relationships, Wellness

Standard 4.2: Children develop an eagerness 
to engage in new tasks and to take risks in 
learning new skills or information.

a. Use sounds, gestures, and movements to impact 
the environment and interactions with others

L4 Imitates sounds, gestures, or words
L5 Uses consistent sounds, gestures, or 

words for a variety of purposes

b. Engage familiar adults and children
in interactions

SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children

c. Express a desire to take care of self PH14  Begins to develop self-help skills

Persistence and Attentiveness Exploration, Trust, Problem-Solving

Standard 4.3: Children develop the ability 
to focus their attention and concentrate to 
complete tasks and increase their learning.

a. Stare intently at faces, objects, and pictures C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment

b. Hold the attention of an adult SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

c. Repeat an action that has produced a reaction in 
the past

C4 Makes things happen and watch-
es for results or repeats action

d. Explore objects by repeating and varying the 
approach

C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects
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e. Exhibit increased attention span with chosen 
activities

AL3 Finishes self-selected tasks, such as com-
pleting a puzzle or listening to a storybook

Reflection and Interpretation Exploration, Trust, Relationships, Memory, 
Problem-Solving

Standard 4.4: Children develop skills in think-
ing about their learning in order to inform future 
decisions.

a. Track faces and objects by moving eyes and/or 
head as the person or object moves

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

b. Play interactive games with adults or older 
children that involve repetition

SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

c. Anticipate actions based on previous experience C7  Recalls and uses information in new situations

d. Experiment with play materials using familiar 
approaches with new objects

C13 Uses objects in new ways or in pretend play
AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects

Reasoning and Representational Thought Problem-Solving, Dramatic Play, Memory

Standard 4.5: Children develop skills in 
causation, critical and analytical thinking, 
problem solving, and representational thought.

a. Act on an object to make sound or
movement

AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects

b. Repeat simple motions or activities C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior

c. Search for an object that moves out
of sight

C8  Searches for missing or hidden objects

d. Use objects and people as tools to
accomplish a means to an end

AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects
AL5  Uses a variety of strategies to solve problems

e. Use one object to represent another C13 Uses objects in new ways or in pretend play
AL4  Experiments with different uses for objects
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Creative Arts Cognitive Developent

Creative Movement and Dance Music and Movement, Trust, Relationships

Standard 4.6: Children produce rhythmic move-
ments spontaneously and in imitation, with 
growing technical and artistic abilities.

a. Move arms and legs in response to music C16 Shows interest and participates in a 
wide variety of music and songs

b. Engage with people through touch and attention SE1 Engages in behaviors that build re-
lationships with familiar adults

SE6 Responds to and interacts with other children

c. Use body for self-expression SE11 Expresses feelings and emotions through 
facial expressions, sounds, or gestures

d. Move to a beat C17 Explores musical rhythms through movement, 
with and without instruments and props

Drama Dramatic Play, Curiosity, Persistence, Gross 
Motor

Standard 4.7: Children show appreciation 
and awareness of drama through observation 
and imitation, and by participating in simple 
dramatic plots, assuming roles related to their 
life experiences as well as their fantasies.

a. Copy facial expressions C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior

b. Imitate familiar actions C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior

c. Engage in solitary play AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-
gerness in exploring the world

AL3 Finishes self-selected tasks, such as com-
pleting a puzzle or listening to a storybook

d. Engage in rough and tumble play PH4  Moves body with purpose to achieve a goal; 
participates in active games, outdoor play 
and other forms of physical movement
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Music Music and Movement, Dramatic Play

Standard 4.8: Children engage in a variety of 
musical or rhythmic activities with growing 
skills for a variety of purposes, including enjoy-
ment, self-expression, and creativity.

a. Demonstrate interest in sounds,
music, and voices

C16 Shows interest and participates in a 
wide variety of music and songs

b. Experiment with a variety of sounds C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior

c. Respond to rhythms, songs, and
different elements of music

C17 Explores musical rhythms through movement, 
with and without instruments and props

d. Begin to clap on beat or echo clap C17 Explores musical rhythms through movement, 
with and without instruments and props

Visual Arts Exploration, Emergent Literacy, Fine Motor, Art

Standard 4.9: Children demonstrate a growing 
understanding and appreciation for the creative 
process as they use the visual arts to express 
personal interests, ideas, and feelings, and 
share opinions about artwork and artistic 
experiences.

a. Gaze at photos, pictures, and mirror images L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-
tures, and drawings

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

b. Use hands and mouth for sensory exploration of 
objects

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment

c. Gain control in grasping a crayon, pen, or paint 
brush

PH8  Controls small muscles in hands 
when doing simple tasks

C15  Explores and uses a variety of art media

d. Demonstrate interest in shapes, textures, and 
colors

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

e. Mark paper with drawing tools C15  Explores and uses a variety of art media
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Mathematics and Numeracy Cognitive Development

Number Sense and Operations Emergetn Math

Standard 4.10: Children develop the ability to 
think and work with numbers to understand 
their uses, and describe numerical relationships 
through structured and everyday experiences.

a. Understand the concept of “more” in
reference to food and play

C10  Begins to notice differences in size, 
quantity and distance (more, all gone, 
big, little, near, far, long, short, etc.)

b. Use simple numerical concepts in
everyday experiences

C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities

c. Use names of a few numbers C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities

Measurement Emergent Math

Standard 4.11: Children develop skills in using 
measurement instruments to explore and discover 
measurement relationships and characteristics, 
such as length, quantity, volume, distance, weight, 
area, and time.

a. Fill and empty containers C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

b. Make simple comparisons C10  Begins to notice differences in size, 
quantity and distance (more, all gone, 
big, little, near, far, long, short, etc.)

Data Analysis Exploration

Standard 4.12: Children apply mathematical 
skills in data analysis, such as counting, sort-
ing, and comparing objects.

a. Group a few objects together by similarity C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures
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Algebraic Thinking Dramatic Play

Standard 4.13: Children learn to identify, 
describe, produce, and create patterns using 
mathematical language and materials.

a. Imitate a series of simple actions with assistance C12 Observes and imitates sounds, 
gestures, or behavior

Geometry and Spatial Reasoning Exploration, Emergent Math

Standard 4.14: Children build the foundation for 
recognizing and describing shapes
by manipulating, playing with, tracing, and 
making common shapes. Children learn spatial 
reasoning and directional words as they 
become aware of their bodies and personal 
space within the physical environment.

a. Develop an awareness of shapes C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-
ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

b. Move body and materials in space C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

Science Cognitive Development

Scientific Thinking and Use of the Scientific 
Method Exploration

Standard 4.15: As children seek to understand 
their environment and test new knowledge, they 
engage in scientific investigations using their 
senses to observe, manipulate objects, ask 
questions, make predictions, and develop con-
clusions and generalizations.

a. Observe objects and people in the environment C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

b. Use senses to examine objects in detail C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment
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c. Explore the features of materials, objects, and 
processes using all the senses

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment
C3 Becomes increasingly aware of col-

ors, shapes, patterns, or pictures

Life Science Exploration

Standard 4.16: Children develop understanding 
of and compassion for living things.

a. Show interest in animals and other living things C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds

b. Explore characteristics of living things C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment

Physical Science Exploration

Standard 4.17: Children develop an understand-
ing of the physical world (the nature and proper-
ties of energy, non-living matter, and the forces 
that give order to the natural world).

a. Use all of the senses to actively explore objects 
and their properties

C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

b. Observe natural physical forces and phenomena, 
such as gravity, sounds, and variations in light

C1  Pays attention to people, objects, and sounds
C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-

jects, and the environment

Earth and Space Curiosity, Exploration

Standard 4.18: Children develop an understand-
ing of the earth and planets.

a. Express a sense of wonder for the natural world, 
including the sun, clouds, moon, and sky

AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-
gerness in exploring the world

b. Interact with natural materials C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment
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Engineering Exploration, Problem-Solving

Standard 4.19: Children develop an understand-
ing of the processes that assist people in de-
signing and building.

a. Investigate immediate surroundings C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

b. Attempt to solve a challenge encountered in play AL5  Uses a variety of strategies to solve problems

Social Studies Cognitive Development

Time (History) Emergent Math, Memory

Standard 4.20: Children develop an understand-
ing of the concept of time, including past, pres-
ent,
and future as they are able to recognize recur-
ring experiences that are part of the daily rou-
tine.

a. Anticipate a predictable event C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities

b. Recognize the beginning and ending of an event C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities

c. Recall the immediate past C7  Recalls and uses information in new situations

d. Anticipate recurring events C9  Shows interest in and aware-
ness of numbers and counting dur-
ing daily routines and activities
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Places, Regions, and Spatial Awareness 
(Geography) Exploration, Emergent Math, Wellness

Standard 4.21: Children develop an understand-
ing that each place has its own unique charac-
teristics. Children develop an understanding of 
how they are affected by—and the effect that 
they can have upon—the world around them.

a. Explore the environment C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

b. Explore spatial relationships C11  Explores ways objects and peo-
ple move and fit in space

c. Develop awareness of his or her physical body 
and the space it occupies

PH11  Becomes more aware of own body
C11  Explores ways objects and peo-

ple move and fit in space

The Physical World (Ecology) Exploration, Curiosity, Emergent Literacy

Standard 4.22: Children become mindful of their 
environment and their interdependence on the 
natural world; they learn how to care for the en-
vironment and why it is important.

a. Use all the senses to explore the environment C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

b. Convey interest in nature AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-
gerness in exploring the world

c. Express an interest in live animals and pictures of 
animals

AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-
gerness in exploring the world

L8 Shows interest in photos, pic-
tures, and drawings

Technology Music and Movement, Curiosity, Exploration

Standard 4.23: Children become aware of tech-
nological tools and explore and learn to use 
these resources in a developmentally appropri-
ate manner.

a. Pay attention to music C16 Shows interest and participates in a 
wide variety of music and songs
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b. Demonstrate an interest in toys and objects with 
technologically produced effects

AL1 Exhibits interest, curiosity, and ea-
gerness in exploring the world

C2  Uses senses to explore people, ob-
jects, and the environment

c. Make a mechanical toy work AL2 Stays attentive and engaged for in-
creasing periods of time


